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“Behold Thy Mother” 


Devotion to the 
Mother of Sorrows 


Let Mary console and guide 
you to true sanctity in and 
through suffering. (Available 
in German edition.) 





Mary’s Seven Sorrows 


Comforting and uplifting ap- 
plication of Mary’s sorrows to 
our own trials. Touching pic- 
tures. 


Mysteries of Mary 


Prayers and practices for 
Sept. feasts—Nativity, Holy 
Name, Seven Dolors—and all 
Mary’s big feasts. 
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Gems from the Liturgy for the Feasts of Our Lord (Pentecost to 
Advent) 96 pages, 20¢ & Liturgical Novenas for All Feasts of the 
Blessed Virgin, 128 pages, 25¢. (Notice—two booklets.) 

Prayers, thoughts and hymns drawn from the Church’s official worship to 


prepare you to live the Church year more fruitfully and with greater devotion 
to Our Lord and His Mother. 








St. Pius X 
Inspiring story of the Pope of the Eucharist, the children’s Pope, the Pope 
of peace. Feast Sept. 3. 10¢ 


St. Nicholas de Flue 
Amazing life of the Swiss soldier-statesman, father of a large family; for 
years the Holy Eucharist was his only food. Feast Sept. 25. 


*Neath St. Michael’s Shield 
History of devotion to the Protector of the Church, Advocate of the Dying, 
Guardian of the Blessed Sacrament. Mass for feast, Sept. 29. 


All booklets 15¢ unless otherwise stated. Postage extra. 
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MARY 


M A R Vy ! a Name too pure 


for mortal lips 
Or language of the seraphim, 
First borrowed from the songs 
of heaven, 
It stirs the soul, yet soothes 


our fears. 


O Mary! who, in joy or tears, 

While onward o'er the surges 
driven, 

Hath eer unaided called on 
thee, 

Thou Star of life’s tempestuous 


sea! 


Sweet Name of power and 
virgin love, 

Fair as the spotless heavens 
above, 

Bright as the wave beneath 


the sun, 


Pure as the cloudless diamond. 


(Feast of the Holy Name of Mary 
September 12) 


The Eternal Sanctus 


SAIAS, a man of study and of prayer, who is considered the 
greatest of the prophets, has left us a masterpiece of in- 
spired literature. In the sixth chapter of his prophecy, we read 
the account of his “call” from God. Isaias was given a vision of 
heaven, a vision which was to have a strong and lasting influ- 
ence upon his entire life. He describes it in the following words: 
“T saw the Lord sitting upon a throne high and elevated, and His 
train filled the temple. Upon it stood the seraphims: the one had 
six wings, and the other had six wings; with two they covered his 
face, and with two they covered his feet, and with two they flew. 
And they cried one to another, and said: ‘Holy, holy, holy, the 
Lord God of hosts, all the earth is full of His glory’ ” (Is. 6:1-3). 
The Sanctus of the angels in this heavenly vision gives us an in- 
sight into the Divine plan of creation—that all creatures are to 
give glory to God. 


The unceasing Sanctus of the angels, whose harmonies broke 
upon the ears of Isaias in his celestial vision, is re-echoed at every 
Holy Mass. There we are permitted to unite with the angels who 
surround the altar upon which the Holy Sacrifice is being offered, 
and to join in their angelic trisagion as we await the coming of 
their Lord and ours. Were the veil to be withdrawn, we too 
would see upon the altar the majesty of God surrounded by His 
adoring hosts. 


There is another vision of the heavenly choirs recorded in 
Sacred Scripture, described by St. John in the Apocalypse. 
Again we hear the great Sanctus of praise and adoration, first 
revealed to earth in the vision of Isaias, re-echoed in the Canon 
of every Mass, and finally to become our everlasting hymn of 
praise in the liturgy of heaven. The “holy, holy, holy” of the 
angels is a continuous worship of God, and it is this worship that 
will characterize our heavenly beatitude. The whole purpose of 
the Apocalypse is to show that all creation is meant to worship 
God for all eternity. The angels, who are now in possession of 
the Beatific Vision, carry out this worship in heaven. We who 
are still on earth have begun our eternity of worship through our 
union with the Sacrifice of Christ. 

September has been set aside as the Month of the Holy 
Angels. All too often we are unmindful of the fact that the 
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angels exist, that they are powerful protectors, as well as inter- 
cessors before the Throne of God on our behalf. There are 
many moderns who have tried to deny the existence of the angels. 
The fact is, according to St. Gregory the Great, that the exist- 
ence of angels and archangels is attested “in almost every page 
of Holy Writ.” The Old Testament records the work of these 
heavenly spirits time and time again. Messengers of God, they 
fulfilled His word, often bringing protection, peace and hope to 
men. In the New Testament, we are all familiar with the choir 
of heavenly hosts who announced the birth of Christ to the shep- 
herds, and who, by their very message, seemed to proclaim their 
entire mission: “Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace 
to men of good will.” The Scriptures tell us of the angel who 
announced the first good news of salvation to Mary at the 
Annunciation; of the angel who made known God’s will to St. 
Joseph; of the angels who came to minister to Christ after His 
temptation in the desert, and of the angel of consolation who 
upheld Our Lord during His terrible Agony in the Garden. 

The number of the angels is not revealed, but we know that 
it is very great. In the Book of Daniel, we read: “Thousands of 
thousands ministered to Him, and ten thousand times a hun- 
dred thousand stood before Him” (Dan. 7:10). The Fathers of 
the Church followed the teaching that the angels are distributed 
into three hierarchies, each of which is divided into three orders 
of choirs, so that there are nine choirs of angels in all. St. 
Thomas further explains this teaching: “The first hierarchy, 
which contemplates God, embraces the Seraphim, the Cherubim, 
and the Thrones. The Seraphim excel the other angels in the 
highest of all respects—union with God through charity; the 
Cherubim know the Divine secrets in a supereminent manner; 
the elevation of the Thrones is measured by the intimacy with 
which they receive God in themselves. 

“The second hierarchy, which is occupied in the government 
of the world, likewise consists of three orders: The Dominations 
determine the things that must be done; the Virtues furnish the 
means to execute them; the Powers order the means by which 
the precepts can be carried out. 

“The third hierarchy is concerned with the execution of 
the Divine counsels. In the execution of every act there are 
some who begin the action and direct the others, and this office 
belongs to the Principalities; there are others who simply carry 
out the act, and this is the function of the Angels. There are 
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still others whose function is midway between the two, and this 
belongs to the Archangels.” 


In our own century, an angel was chosen by God to play 
an important role in the apparitions at Fatima. His mission 
was to prepare the three children for the message Our Lady was 
to confide to them. Lucia describes him for us: “We began to 
see in the distance, above the trees that stretched to the east, 
a light whiter than snow in the form of a young man, quite trans- 
parent, and as brilliant as crystal in the rays of the sun... and 
he said: ‘Do not be afraid. I am the Angel of Peace. Pray with 
me.’ As he knelt, bending his forehead to the ground, with a 
supernatural impulse we did the same, repeating the words we 
heard him say: ‘My God, I believe, I adore, I hope, and I love 
You. I ask forgiveness for those who do not believe, nor adore, 
nor hope, nor love You.’ ” 


Lucia then remarks: “He left us in an atmosphere of the 
supernatural that was so intense, we were for a long time un- 
aware of our own existence. The presence of God was so power- 
ful and intimate that even among ourselves we could not speak.” 
At another time, the Angel appeared, holding in his hand a 
chalice, and above the chalice, a host from which a few drops of 
blood were falling. Leaving the chalice and host suspended in 
the air, he prostrated himself on the ground and repeated three 
times this prayer: ‘Most Holy Trinity, Father, Son and Holy 
Ghost, I adore You profoundly, and I offer You the most Pre- 
cious Body, Blood, Soul and Divinity of Jesus Christ, present in 
all the tabernacles of the world, in reparation for the outrages, 
sacrileges and indifference by which He is offended. And by the 
infinite merits of His Most Sacred Heart and through the Im- 
maculate Heart of Mary, I beg the conversion of poor sinners.’ 
Afterwards, he rose and took again the chalice and the host and 
gave the host to me and the contents of the chalice to Jacinta 
and Francisco, saying to them: ‘Take and drink the Body and 
Blood of Jesus Christ, horribly outraged by ungrateful men. 
Repair their crimes and console your God.’ ” 

The import of the message of the Angel at Fatima was noth- 
ing more than a call to a return to our duty of worship. For us, 
this means a return to the great Sacrifice of Worship, the Sacri- 
fice of the Mass. Herein we have an infinite means of appeasing 
the justice of God, and we are enabled to join with the choirs of 
angels, uniting our voices in the enraptured Sanctus, which will 
be our unending song of praise in heaven. 
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As we honor these faithful friends in a special way during 
this month dedicated to them, let us often repeat the prayer 
from the Mass of St. Michael the Archangel, celebrated on 
September 29: “Lord, You have arranged the service of angels 
and men in a wonderful harmony; grant in Your mercy that 
those who always serve before You in heaven may be the pro- 
tectors of our life on earth.” 





Let the 


Holy Angels 
be your Ambassadors 


with God 





during the Novena in their honor in each of our five Eucharistic 
Sanctuaries, 


September 23 to October 1 


in preparation for the Feast of the Guardian Angels, October 2. 

In God’s plan, there is a very close relationship between the 
Angels in heaven and Eve’s “poor banished children” on earth. Each 
one of us is assigned our very own Angel to be our Guardian and 
helper during life and our companion in the eternal joys of heaven. 

No one is more interested in us or more concerned about our 
welfare than the Angels. They hover over us continually and act as 
invisible messengers between us and God. Place all your needs and 
intentions in their keeping with greatest confidence and you will ex- 
perience the greatness of their love and power. 

Those who wish may send a list of petitions to be placed on 
the altar during the Novena, to be specially recommended to the Holy 
Angels. 


Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri. 
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LABOR .--- Dignified and Sanctified 


HE Benedictine motto, “Ora et Labora” (Pray and Work), 
might well be adopted by all Christians, for it indicates the 
twofold program that must constitute the life of every individual 
who aspires toward heaven. Being composed of body and soul, 
we must necessarily devote ourselves to activities of both ele- 
ments if we wish to attain to the perfection of our being. We 
must, in fact, combine the two if we wish our labor to be fruitful 
for eternity. 

The dignity and sanctity of prayer is self-evident, but that 
of labor is not so obvious. Cardinal Manning described labor 
as the honest exertion of the powers of our mind and body for 
our own good and for the good of our neighbor. Explaining his 
use of terms, he said: “I say honest, for I do not account any 
labor which is not honest—which is superficial, tricky and un- 
trustworthy—as worthy of the name of labor. I call it exertion, 
because, unless a man puts forth his powers and puts them forth 
to the full, it is not worthy of the name of labor. Unless he puts 
forth his powers honestly for his own good, I call it his destruc- 
tion; and if he does not put forth those powers for his own good 
and also for the good of his neighbor, I call it selfishness.” 

This great champion of Labor goes on to say: “Those who 
exert the powers of the mind and of the brain are true laborers. 
They may never have wielded an axe, they may never have 
guided a locomotive, and they may never have driven a spade in- 
to the ground, but I will maintain that they are true laborers, 
worthy of the name. But this I pass over (to treat more specifi- 
cally the subject of bodily labor). In the mere labor of the body 
there is a true dignity. The man who puts forth the powers of 
the body, and that honestly, for his own good and the good of his 
neighbor, is living a high and worthy life, and that because it 
is his state in the world. It is the lot in which we are placed, and 
any man who fulfils the lot of his existence is in a state of 
dignity.” 

Pursuing the same line of thought, the renowned Benedic- 
tine Abbot, Dom Columba Marmion, thus counseled his monks: 
“Work is one of the laws of human nature, as we see in the Book 
of Genesis. After the narration of the creation of the world, it is 
added that God placed man in a garden of delights. What was 
he to do there? Pass his life in repose and contemplation? No— 
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he was to cultivate this garden and to keep it. Thus, even before 
the fall, God wished Adam to work, because work allows of the 
exercise of human powers and energies.” 


Sin, however, changed the character of labor, as Abbot 
Marmion explains: “By innocent man, work was done with ease 
and delight; it was, moreover, a hymn of praise, a song arising 
from the whole human being toward God. After sin entered the 
world, the Lord renewed to man the promulgation of the law of 
labor, but this law was henceforth to cost Adam the sweat of his 
brow. Toil became painful, arduous, thankless; it is, with death, 
the great penance, the supreme mortification inflicted on sinful 
man.... Work is a true penance, and it is impossible for one 
who shirks it to advance in union with God.... Our law is to 
find God not only in prayer but also in labor. We find Him in 
the measure in which we glorify Him, and we glorify Him by 
freely putting forth our energies in the service of His sovereign 
will. To seek our ease and a base well-being in idleness is to go 
against the Divine Plan, and such behavior cannot incline God 
to give us His favors.” 


The Abbot then points out that the dignity and sanctity 
of work finds its highest exemplar in Christ Himself: “Let us 
contemplate, too, how God acts with His Divine Son when this 
Son is made man. The Father wills that, in imitation of Himself 
and for our example, Christ Jesus shall be a workman, an artisan; 
and Christ accepts and carries out this will. Is He not called in 
the Gospel ‘the carpenter’s son’? Although He is conscious of 
His Godhead, of the greatness of the work that He comes to do 
upon earth, He passes thirty years of His life in the obscure labor 
of a poor workshop. His apostolic journeys during His public 
life, what are they but continual and indefatigable toil, offered 
for His Father’s glory and the salvation of souls?” (Christ, the 
Ideal of the Monk.) 

Among Christians—and this should be so especially among 
Catholics—there is a growing realization that one can make a 
Christlike contribution in every occupation, whether it be that 
of an official of top rank in some establishment or a day-laborer 
engaged in the most menial work, or any of the in-between occu- 
pations. More and more, people are coming to understand that 
their work is not just a way of making a living, but that it is at 
the same time a golden opportunity to express one’s love for God 
and neighbor, to devote oneself to the service of both, as well as a 
means of gaining merit for heaven. 
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Our Holy Father, Pope John XXIII, speaking lately to the 
delegates of a convention for the advancement of the dignity of 
labor, reminded them of their duty in this regard: “Our very fre- 
quent meetings with representatives of the various categories 
of labor and of workers’ organizations are always a fresh source 
of true satisfaction.... You make labor an instrument of moral 
improvement and brotherly collaboration between management 
and workers, mindful of the Divine teachings and of the social 
doctrine of the Church.... Upon returning to your daily occu- 
pations, know how unceasingly to be of aid in spreading goodness 
through the exercise of justice, equality and charity. Further- 
more, transform your activities into abundant merits for eternity. 
In this undertaking We recommend to you the exercise of the 
Christian virtues, without which every human effort is stunted 
and fruitless, particularly the exercise of works of merit, the spirit 
of sacrifice and good example. 


“Above all, let prayer be your spirit and nourishment, ac- 
cording to the maxim of Benedict of Norcia: ‘Ora et labora,’ 
with the thought that human activities, the loftiest and most 
praiseworthy as well, are not exhausted in an earthly environ- 
ment but tend toward the City of God. In doing this, you will 
‘lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither rust nor 
moth consumes, nor thieves break in and steal’ (Matt. 6:20). 
Then toil will end and each will obtain from God his just reward 
with truth and dignity, in accordance with what he shall have 
practiced on earth.” 





. 
A lention, Pp. lease: -= This notice is a bit early, but 


our readers may be glad to 
know in good time that we will again offer the opportunity of having 
loved ones enrolled in a Novena of High Masses as Christmas gifts. 
These Masses will be offered in the Basilica of St. Mary Major in 
Rome, where portions of the True Crib of our Infant Savior are pre- 
served. 

Beautiful Christmas cards announcing this precious gift may be 
obtained from our convent at 10¢ each. Names of those to share in this 
Novena (both living and deceased) should be sent in for registration. 
Good-will offerings will be devoted to our building fund. 


Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 
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““Mi-cha-el!” 


F all the heavenly spirits before the 
throne of God, none is more 
widely venerated than their Prince, the 
Archangel Michael. His title of arch- 
angel does not, according to words of St. 
Peter and St. Jude Thaddeus, signify 
the choir of angels to which he belongs, 
but rather his superior rank and su- 
preme command over all the heavenly 
hierarchies. 

But while recognizing his dignity 
and power, we may all too often over- 
look the deep significance of his Hebrew 
name. This was the battle cry that ral- 
lied all the angels loyal to God to defeat 
Lucifer and his followers in the great 
conflict described by St. John in the 
Apocalypse, 12:7-9. According to theo- 
logians, when God revealed to the angels 
the mystery of the Incarnation of His Son, whom all would adore 
in His Sacred Humanity, proud, envious Lucifer rebelled, crying: 
“T will be like unto the Most High!” (Is. 14:14.) Whereupon 
the Archangel Michael countered with the challenge “Mi—cha-el 
—Who is like unto God?” 


Following the glorious victory, St. Michael was made prince 
and commander-in-chief of all the heavenly legions. The angels 
most willingly and gratefully recognized his supremacy, for, after 
God, they owed to him their perseverance in grace and their 
eternal happiness. When the moment of trial and temptation to 
pride came, it was his battle cry: “Mi-cha-el!” that roused and 
encouraged them to resist and remain loyal to God. 





St. Michael is our defender, too, and our helper in the spir- 
itual life. His name should remind us of the majesty of God, to 
whom we owe all honor, glory and adoration. Moreover, his 
name is an inspiration, for who indeed should be mirrors of God’s 
life if not God’s own children? That is what Our Lord meant 
when He said, “Be ye perfect, even as your Heavenly Father is 
perfect” (Matt. 5:48). 
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The Gospel for the Feast of St. Michael (September 29) 
gives us a wonderful example of the God-likeness Jesus longs to 
have each of us achieve. The disciples had been contending over 
who was to be the greatest in the kingdom of heaven—more in 
terms of present earthly dignity than in degrees of reward in 
heaven itself. Our Lord placed a child before them with the 
warning, “Unless you turn back and become as little children, 
you will not enter into the kingdom of heaven” (Matt. 18:3)— 
much less attain any exalted positions. 

Childhood as an ideal of the spiritual life may seem strange 
if we consider only the childish ways of the tousle-headed young- 
ster banging into the house with shirttails flying and shoes damp 
from measuring the depths of the puddles on the way home from 
school. But looking into the soul of the child, we find a pure 
spirit of simplicity and trust. It is this childlike spirit we must 
“turn back” to—a simplicity free from all vain pretending to be 
something more than we are, and a trust free from all fear of 
being thought something less than we could be. True childlike 
simplicity and trust is best seen in Our Lord Himself, who always 
spoke and acted only to please His Father, whatever others might 
think, and who united His human will so perfectly with the 
Divine that He could never doubt for a moment His Father’s 
abiding love, whatever trials and humiliations confronted Him. 

““Mi-cha-el”’ becomes then our own battle cry, and the Arch- 
angel our sure defense against all temptations to abandon our 
Christian simplicity and humble trust in our loving Father for the 
artificial and often disillusioned ways of the worldly-wise. And 
as consoler of the poor souls, he will be our strong advocate for 
our loved ones and friends who may be suffering in purgatory for 
their very human desire to appear important in the eyes of 
others. How many sins this foolish desire gives rise to: little 
white lies, faultfinding and gossiping, envy of another’s success, 
lax moral standards. And how great must be the suffering of the 
poor souls if their bad example caused others to fall! 


Let us make “Who is like to God?” a motto for our spiritual 
life, thinking often on the God we all want to be like. And let us 
pray with devotion and fervor to the Prince of the heavenly hosts 
to strengthen us as he did the good angels to persevere in grace 
and the childlike spirit. On his feast, let us make a special inten- 
tion for our Holy Mass and Communion that many poor souls 
may enter into their eternal happiness through the intercession 
of their great patron, Saint “Mi-cha-el”. 
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Devotion to the Precious Blood 


IN recent months, our Holy Father 
Pope John XXIII formally approved a 
new Litany of the Precious Blood for 
recitation both in public and in private, 
with the concession of special indul- 
gences. At the same time he issued an 
apostolic letter to all the bishops of the 
world, in which he explained that this 
action was prompted by a desire “to see 
the cult of the Most Precious Blood of Christ, the Immaculate 
Lamb, by whom we were redeemed, grow from day to day,” and 
to have it closely linked to devotion to the Sacred Heart and the 
Holy Name of Jesus. He wished, further, he said, to counteract 
a current tendency toward the multiplication of devotions un- 
authorized by the Church, which distract from religious piety, 
and which are nothing more than “superficialities and vanities,” 
and to stimulate true piety among the faithful. 


The following is a translation of the new Litany. 





The Litany of the Most Precious Blood 


Lord, have mercy on us. 

Christ, have mercy on us. 

Lord, have mercy on us. 

Christ, hear us. 

Christ, graciously hear us. 

God, the Father of heaven,* 

God the Son, Redeemer of the world, 

God, the Holy Spirit, 

Holy Trinity, One God, 

Blood of Christ, only-begotten Son of the Eternal Father,t 
Blood of Christ, Incarnate Word of God, 

Blood of Christ, of the New and Eternal Testament, 

Blood of Christ, falling upon the earth in the Agony, 

Blood of Christ, shed profusely in the Scourging, 

Blood of Christ, flowing forth in the Crowning with Thorns, 
Blood of Christ, poured out on the Cross, 

Blood of Christ, price of our salvation, 

Blood of Christ, without which there is no forgiveness, 
Blood of Christ, Eucharistic drink and refreshment of souls, 
Blood of Christ, stream of mercy, 


*Have mercy on us. 
+Save us. 
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Blood of Christ, victor over demons,* 

Blood of Christ, courage of martyrs, 

Blood of Christ, strength of confessors, 

Blood of Christ, bringing forth virgins, 

Blood of Christ, help of those in peril, 

Blood of Christ, relief of the burdened, 

Blood of Christ, solace in sorrow, 

Blood of Christ, hope of the penitent, 

Blood of Christ, consolation of the dying, 

Blood of Christ, peace and tenderness of hearts, 

Blood of Christ, pledge of Eternal Life, 

Blood of Christ, freeing souls from Purgatory, 

Blood of Christ, most worthy of all glory and honor, 

Lamb of God, who takes away the sins of the world, Spare us, 
O Lord. 

Lamb of God, who takes away the sins of the world, Graciously 
hear us, O Lord. 

Lamb of God, who takes away the sins of the world, Have mercy 
on us. 

¥. You have redeemed us, O Lord, in Your Blood. 

ky. And made us, for our God, a kingdom. 


LET US PRAY: Almighty and Eternal God, You have appointed Your 
only-begotten Son the Redeemer of the world, and willed to be appeased 
by His Blood. Grant, we beg of You, that we may worthily adore this 
price of our salvation, and through its power be safeguarded from the 
evils of this present life, so that we may rejoice in its fruits forever in 
heaven. Through the same Christ our Lord. Amen. 


Indulgence of 7 years each time; plenary indulgence once a month, under the usual 
conditions, for those who recite it every day for a month, 


*Save us. 





Our Lady and the Precious Blood 


HERE are two feasts of the Blessed Virgin Mary, in parti- 
cular, by which we can honor also the Blood of her Son: 
the feast of the Immaculate Conception, the fountainhead of the 
Precious Blood, the pledge of our salvation; and the feast of her 
Seven Dolors, since by her sorrows the Mother of God became the 
co-redemptress of the world, suffering for us in union with her 
Divine Son. 
Who could better imbue us with a love of the Blood of our 
Redemption than she whose virginal body was the source of 
this Sacred Blood, who saw It shed seven times, who beheld It 
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rudely trampled under foot and mixed with the mire of the 
streets in the Passion, whose lips were reddened with It in kissing 
the wounds of the Crucified? Burning with most ardent love of 
God and men, she understood with what an incomprehensible 
love her Divine Son shed all His Blood for us sinners. And she 
realized better than all the angels and saints the immeasurable 
value of every drop of this Divine Blood. To console our Sorrow- 
ful Mother in her sufferings and at the same time make atone- 
ment to the Blood of her Son, we should love to meditate on the 
Passion, accept suffering cheerfully to render ourselves conform- 
able to Jesus and Mary, and practice deep and fervent devotion 
to the Precious Blood. 


As the Mother of our Savior, Mary is filled with more than 
apostolic zeal to see the Blood of her Son applied to souls for 
their eternal salvation. How she must long to see the devotion 
to this Precious Blood spread over the whole world and reach 
every heart! With what love she must watch those who follow 
in her footsteps in making atonement to the Blood of our 
Redemption! 

Since our Divine Savior constituted His Blessed Mother, 
standing by the Cross, the universal heiress of all the riches of 
His Blood, and since it is through her hands that we draw graces 
from the Savior’s fountains, is it not fitting that we should offer 
this Precious Blood to God through the hands of Mary for 
others? As she offered It up when she saw It flowing from the 
Wounds of her Son, especially when He hung on the Cross, so 
she will be willing to dispense It with a liberal hand when she 
sees It raised on high in the holy Sacrifice of the Mass. 

It is related in the life of St. Dominic that once when he was 
offering the Holy Sacrifice, many of those in attendance saw the 
Blessed Virgin, at the elevation of the Chalice, pour out the 
Blood of Christ over those present and over the entire Church. 
What a powerful prayer, what an irresistible pleading, when the 
Mother of God offers by her immaculate hands the redemptive 
Blood of Calvary, the Eucharistic Blood of the Mass, in our be- 
half, and for the conversion of sinners, for the propagation of the 
faith, for the sick and dying, and for the souls in purgatory! 
When we assist at Holy Mass, and frequently during the day, 
we can offer the chalice of the Precious Blood consecrated at the 
Masses celebrated at that time throughout the world, for these 
intentions, and thus obtain many precious graces for ourselves 
and for souls through the merit of the Precious Blood. 


142 TABERNACLE AND PURGATORY 


Fulfil the Desires of His Heart 


HERE is , above all, 
one mystery of love 
in which Our Lord 
would regret to be frus- 
trated in His desires or 
to meet with impedi- 
ment to the delight of 
His Heart—the Mystery 
of the Blessed Eucharist. 
Let us thoroughly un- 
derstand why He insti- 
tuted It. It was that 
He might be with us till 
the consummation of 
time, in order to pour 
out upon us the riches of 
His love. It is there, 
above all, that He de- 
sires us with a longing 
desire, urging us to come 
and unite ourselves to 
Himself, by calling us 
unceasingly to approach. 
Respond, then, to His appeal. Go to visit Him with an 
eagerness equal to His love. Go to gather up the graces which 
He wishes to bestow on you by His Holy Sacrifice. Go to unite 
yourself to Him by Holy Communion. He opens to you His 
Heart. Fear not. Say not so readily that you are not sufficiently 
prepared. Since He, who knows all, invites you, it is because He 
has no desire to await a longer preparation. He well knows what 
we are capable of. He does not demand from us perfect dispo- 
sitions; He is satisfied with our good will. 

Go, then, to Him without delay, with confidence and trust. 
Prefer to abandon yourself now to His loving mercy rather than 
at a future time to have to render an account to His justice for 
Communions missed through your own fault, tender invitations 
to which you have not responded, or for privileged graces of His 
Heart which you have declined to receive. 

(“Love, Peace and Joy,” Fifth Day.) 
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Saint Pius X 


Feast, September 3 


ITH a joy-filled heart, which on both occasions overflowed 

in a eulogy of praise and thanksgiving, Pope Pius XII 

on June 3, 1951, beatified, and on May 29, 1954, canonized his 

illustrious predecessor, Pope Pius X. As we celebrate again the 

feast of this beloved saint of our own times, on the 3rd of this 

month, we may well feed our devotion with reflections from these 
glowing eulogies. 

Rarely did Pius XII speak with such intensity of feeling as 
he did in his address at the time of the beatification. “The joy 
overflowing from the heart moves Us irresistibly,” he said, “to 
sing the wonder of God as shown in him. Our voice falters. 
Words seem to fail Us, insufficient as they are to give fitting 
praise, even in rapid review, to the life and holiness of this priest, 
bishop and pope, who moved upwards so wonderfully from the 
lowly native town and humble birth to greatness both on earth 
and in heaven.” He then portrayed in glowing words the char- 
acter and virtues of the Blessed Pontiff, and summed up briefly 
but eloquently the great works accomplished by him during his 
pontificate. 

“Many there are amongst you,” he said, “who keep in heart 
and mind vivid memory of the Pope now declared Blessed. Many 
of you can call to mind his countenance, so full of heavenly good- 
ness. Many there are who will feel that he is near, this successor 
of Saint Peter, this Pope of the twentieth century, who, in the 
midst of the storm raised by those who denied Christ and set 
themselves against Him, gave proof of ripe experience in guiding 
the barque of Peter. Yet God called him to Himself when the 
storm was at its height. It was indeed a bitter sorrow and a 
heavy blow to see him taken from us, overwhelmed as he was 
with anguish for a world in such upheaval. Now, however, the 
Church sees him return today, not as a pilot on the bridge, grap- 
pling with all the elements unloosed against his ship, but as a 
glorious guardian who from heaven enfolds the Church in his 
protecting glance. In this we see the dawn of a day of con- 
solation, of strength, of victory and of peace... . 

“He was a shepherd, a good shepherd. He seemed born to 
be just that. At every turn of the way, as he moved onward from 


144 TABERNACLE AND PURGATORY 





the lowly homestead of his birth, poor in earthly goods but rich 
in faith and Christian virtue, the child of Riese was always 
master of himself, always simple, gentle and approachable. . . 
As he had been unable to prevent the terrible burden of the 
sovereign pontificate from being laid upon him, he accepted, not 
without tears, the chalice proffered by his Heavenly Father. 
Once he had uttered his ‘Fiat,’ however, this humble man, dead 
to things of earth and aspiring with all his heart to things of 
heaven, showed how dauntless was his spirit, how manly his 
strength, how grand his courage... His words had a power that 
was irresistible, not only because of the depth of meaning con- 
tained in them, but still more because of the intimate love which 
filled his heart. One felt that here was a shepherd who lived in 
God and with God, whose only wish was to lead his sheep and 
lambs to God. . . 


“The world which today acclaims him in the glory of the 
blessed knows that he trod the path marked out for him by 
Providence with faith that moves mountains, with hope unshak- 
able even in the most anxious times, and with charity which 
made him ready for any sacrifice in God’s service for the salva- 
tion of souls... By nature, none were gentler or kinder than he, 
none more attached to the ways of peace, none more fatherly. 
When, however, the voice of his conscience as shepherd of the 
flock spoke, nothing but duty mattered... The humble ‘country 
priest,’ as he liked to describe himself sometimes, finding himself 
face to face with attacks against the unassailable rights of human 
freedom and dignity or against the sacred rights of God and the 
Church, knew how to stand like a giant in all the majesty of his 
sovereign authority.” 

Pope Pius XII, himself a mirror of the sublime virtues and 
qualities which he admires in the saint whom he is eulogizing, 
then recounts “briefly and inadequately” (as he says) the works 
of St. Pius X. The list of these achievements is indeed long and 
imposing. Pius XII sums them up in briefest form in these few 
sentences, after touching upon them individually: “In his person 
and through his works, God would prepare the Church for new 
and sterner duties of the future years. God wishes to prepare 
in due season a Church united in doctrine, solid in discipline, 
effective in its pastors, a generous laity, a well instructed people, 
a youth made holy from its earliest years, a Christian conscience 
well aware of the problems of social life. And if today the Church 
of God, far from recoiling in the face of the attacks of those who 
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would destroy spiritual values, is suffering and fighting, and, with 
God’s help, moving forward and winning back what was lost, 
that is due in large measure to the foresight and the holiness of 
Pius X. It is clear to us today that his pontificate was super- 
naturally meant to prepare souls to face the struggles proper to 
our own times, and to give assurance of our victory now and in 
the future.” 


The Pope of the Eucharist 


Of all the great 
works of St. Pius X, 
it was undoubtedly his 
promotion of frequent 
and daily Communion 
of the faithful and his 
admission of little chil- 
dren to the Banquet of 
Eternal Life that has 
most endeared him to 
the people. Here let us 
quote again the words 
of Pius XII: “What, 
however, is particularly 
the real glory of the 
Pontiff is that he was, 
in our own day, the 
Pope of the Holy Eu- 
charist. Here, indeed, 
we see the harmony 
and the intimate unity 
of mind and heart be- 
tween the Vicar of 
Christ and the very 
spirit of Jesus. It 
shone with a splendor 
almost divine. Were We to keep silence about this matter, the 
multitude of children of yesterday and today would lift up their 
voices to cry ‘Hosanna’ to him who could break down the barrier 
of worldliness that kept the little ones away from their Friend in 
the tabernacle. Only a soul pure and wise, as his, filled with the 
childlike spirit of the Gospel, could echo so clearly the burning 
desire of Jesus: ‘Suffer the little ones to come unto Me,’ and at 
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the same time understand how tender was their loving desire to 
run into the open arms of the Divine Redeemer. He it was, then, 
who gave Jesus to the children and the children to Jesus. Were 
We to remain silent about this, the very altars of the Blessed 
Sacrament would speak as witnesses to the rich flowering of holi- 
ness which, through the work of this Pontiff of the Eucharist, has 
lovingly led children to the Banquet of the Lord, and offered 
them to the embrace of the God hidden on the altars. Then the 
Spouse of Christ experienced a new springtime of Eucharistic 
Life. 

“In the profound vision which he had of the Church as a 
Society, Pius X recognized that it was the Blessed Eucharist 
which had the power to nourish its intimate life substantially, 
and to raise it high above all other human societies. Only the 
Eucharist, in which God gives Himself to man, is apt to lay the 
foundations of a social life worthy of those who live it, cemented 
more by love than by authority, rich in activity and aimed at the 
perfection of the individual: a life that is ‘hidden with Christ in 
God.’ 

“What a providential example for the world of today, where 
earthly society is becoming more and more a mystery to itself, 
and is feverishly trying to rediscover its soul. Let it look, then, 
for its model at the Church, gathered around its altars. There 
in the Sacrament of the Eucharist mankind really discovers and 
recognizes that its past, present, and future are a unity in Christ. 
Conscious of, and strong in his solidarity with Christ and his 
fellow men, each member of either Society, the earthly and the 
supernatural one, will be enabled to draw from the altar an in- 
terior life of personal dignity and personal worth, such as today 
is almost lost through insistence on technology and by excessive 
organization of existence, of work and even play. Only in the 
Church, the holy Pontiff seems to repeat, and for her in the 
Blessed Eucharist, which is ‘life hidden with Christ in God,’ is 
to be found the secret and source of renewed social life.” 

“The Holy Eucharist and the interior life: this is the su- 
preme and universal lesson which Pius X, from the height of 
glory, teaches in this hour to all souls. As apostle of the interior 
life, he becomes, in the age of the machine, of technology, and of 
organization, the Saint and guide of men of our time. 


“Saint Pius X, glory of the priesthood, light and honor of the Chris- 
tian people, you in whom lowliness seemed blended with greatness, 
severity with mildness, simple piety with profound learning; you, Pope 
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of the Holy Eucharist and of the catechism, of unsullied faith and fear- 
less strength, turn your gaze on Holy Church, which you so loved and to 
which you consecrated the choicest of those treasures with which the 
lavish hand of the Divine Bounty had enriched your soul. Obtain for 
her safety and steadfastness amid the difficulties and persecutions of our 
times. Sustain this poor human race, in whose sufferings you shared so 
largely, those sufferings which at the end stilled the beating of your 
great heart. Bring it about that this troubled world witness the triumph 
of that peace which should mean harmony among nations, brotherly 
accord and sincere collaboration among the different classes of society, 
love and charity among individual men, so that thus those ardent desires 
which consumed your apostolic life may become by your intercession a 
blessed reality, to the glory of Our Lord Jesus Christ, who with the 
Father and the Holy Spirit lives and reigns forever and ever. Amen.” 


(All quotations are taken from the address given at the Beatification of 
Pius X except the last two, which are from the address at the Canonization.) 


Education --- The Catholic Way 


ATHOLIC parents for the most part are deeply conscious 

of their responsibility to provide a religious education for 
their children to the best of their ability, and are conscientious in 
fulfilling this duty even at the cost of great sacrifice. Regret- 
tably, because of the over-crowded condition of our Catholic 
schools at the present time, many children have to be turned 
away because of lack of room. In many cities there are long 
waiting lists of children seeking admission into Catholic schools. 
Bishops and pastors, with the generous co-operation of the 
people, are doing all they can to remedy this condition by build- 
ing new schools and enlarging old ones as fast as possible. But 
in the meantime parents must be the more intent upon imparting 
a religious training in their homes, and seeing to it that their 
children attend religious instruction classes regularly and apply 
themselves seriously to the study of this all-important subject. 
The obligation of parents to provide a religious education 
extends also to children of maturer age. They must, therefore, 
make every effort to send their sons and daughters to Catholic 
high schools, colleges and universities. Those who can afford to 
send their children to Catholic schools and yet wilfully place 
them in non-sectarian schools are violating the duties of Catholic 
parenthood to a serious degree, unless there are really weighty 
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reasons for doing so and they have the permission of their ecclesi- 
astical superiors. All too many Catholic students have been 
robbed of their Faith in secular institutions, sometimes through 
positive attacks upon religious truths, but more often perhaps 
through subtle insinuations and a purely materialistic presenta- 
tion of facts. 


Our times call for educated citizens of deep faith. Educa- 
tion, starting in the very earliest years of a child’s development, 
can help to save the world from the turbulent waters of material- 
ism, secularism, and communism only if it is complete. And 
complete education must take into account the fact that every 
child is a child of God, composed of body and soul, destined by 
God to glorify Him and to share in His eternal life and happiness. 
It is not enough that education be centered on the development 
of the mind in the knowledge of the arts and sciences and crafts 
with a view to a successful worldly career. Complete education 
—the only kind that is true education—must take into consider- 
ation the whole man—body and soul. It must prepare a person 
not only for life in this world, but also and more especially for 
eternal life. The proper training of the mind in the knowledge 
of God and the truths of religion, the development of the will in 
the spirit of discipline and self-restraint, and the practice of the 
Christian virtues need to have their proper and important place 
in the educational system of every country if that country is to 
survive. 

True education is a process of integration that leads from 
nature to nature’s God. It puts the chief emphasis on man’s 
development as that of a responsible person whose purpose is to 
become happy by knowing and serving his Creator in this life 
and rejoicing eternally with Him in the next. 

It is for these reasons that conscientious Catholics can never 
be content to send their children to the so-called public schools, 
where religion finds no place in the curriculum. Because of an 
over-emphasis of the principle of separation of Church and State 
in our own country, and a false application of that principle, God, 
the sovereign Lord of all creation, is being barred from our class- 
rooms more and more, so that, as someone has wisely said, the 
American public school system has fallen little by little from “not 
teaching men to go to God” to “teaching men not to go to God.” 
When religion is ignored, children naturally receive the impres- 
sion that God is a matter of indifference and that there are no 
supernatural values. 
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Pope Pius XI, in his famous encyclical on Christian Educa- 
tion, said: “The true Christian, the product of Christian educa- 
tion, is the supernatural man who thinks, judges and acts con- 
stantly and consistently in accordance with right reason illumi- 
nated by the supernatural light of the example and teaching of 
Christ.” The same Pope, speaking to a group of Catholic 
teachers, uttered these memorable words: “Woe to every country, 
without exception, if Christian instruction and education are be- 
ing neglected; worse if they are being hindered, and worse still if 
they are being fought against... We are not prophets of mis- 
fortune, but we foresee what the future must unavoidably bring. 
To lament and cry will be useless, unless a nation returns to this 
unique remedy—Christian Education.” 


Americans have begun to see the failure of the present pro- 
gressive system of teaching and the false philosophies behind the 
purely materialistic and godless forms of education. The appall- 
ing spectacle of moral corruption of our youth has forced it upon 
them. They see now the need, not only for science and secular 
knowledge, but likewise for virtue and religion. This is true not 
only of Catholics but also of Protestants and Jews, as is borne 
out by a statement made by an Episcopalian minister some years 
ago: “Our programs of religious education have largely faltered 
and sometimes failed to make our children the kind of Christians 
and Churchmen we would want. Only as the Church gets back 
into the business of secular education (it is profoundly important 
that this education include the early formative years) will we be 
able to win our children to the high idealism of Christ and His 
Church. It is the day-by-day training before the altar of God, 
the prayers, the Bible stories, and the atmosphere which is cre- 
ated, that make religion and Christ supremely important in the 
mind of the child. The Christian leadership of the teachers plays 
a paramount part. It is not too much to say that unless we re- 
turn to a program of a parochial school in each section of the 
city, we will find the days ahead very difficult and unrewarding.” 


A reform in our entire educational system is one of the most 
urgent needs. It should be a help and not a hindrance on the 
way from time to eternity. Man’s purpose is from God, through 
God and unto God. At present this purpose is not being at- 
tained; our youth is being led in the wrong direction. Let all 
concerned strive to secure true education for all our boys and 
girls. 
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The Folly of Love 


ND behold a woman that was in the city, a sinner, when she 

knew that He sat at meat in the Pharisee’s house, brought 

an alabaster box of ointment; and standing behind at His feet, 

she began to wash His feet with tears and wiped them with the 

hairs of her head, and kissed His feet and anointed them with 
the ointment” (Luke 7:37, 38). 


This scene in St. Luke’s Gospel is one of the most appealing 
in the life of Our Lord. Jesus’ reaction to the woman’s repentant 
love has given courage to sinners, it has warmed the hearts of the 
tepid, and it has inflamed the hearts of the fervent with a longing 
to imitate the heroic love of this public sinner. Her love was a 
complete self surrender. Disregarding shame and human respect, 
bearing a heart broken with sorrow, she could think only of repa- 
ration. Her precious alabaster box of ointment and her tears 
were the only outward expression she gave, but her silence was 
eloquent, and Christ read the unspoken words of her soul. 


A few days before His death, Jesus came to Bethany to the 
house of Martha and Mary, where He was to receive a similar 
expression of love. While He was at table, Mary took a pound 
of ointment of great price and anointed the feet of Jesus. The 
value of this ointment was between three-hundred and eight- 
hundred dollars. We know the indignation of Judas when he 
realized the worth of the spikenard: “Why was not this ointment 
sold for three hundred pence and given to the poor?” But Jesus 
replied: “Let her alone...” He knew what was to follow—that 
terrible Passion and Death—and He seemed to treasure this ex- 
pression of Mary’s love. 


Down through the ages, such expressions of love for Christ 
have continued. Today modern Marys re-enact the complete 
self surrender of the woman in the Gospel as they kneel at the 
feet of Jesus, offering not merely an alabaster box of ointment, 
but their very lives to be spent in love and reparation. It is un- 
fortunate—but so very true—that there are many modern critics 
who echo the words of Judas: “Why this waste?” Youth, 
beauty, talent, education, laid at the feet of Christ, and the ac- 
ceptance of a life of poverty, chastity and obedience in return is 
“the folly of love.” Few could understand the action of the sin- 
ful woman as she wept her repentant tears, but Christ made it 
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clear to the guests who were present that “she loved much.” 
It was the mysterious action of His grace that had touched her 
soul—a mystery not given to many to understand. So it is with 
a religious vocation. A vocation is a call of grace. Its answer is 
the response of LOVE, and to understand the meaning of it we 
must look deeper than the externals: the renunciation, the aus- 
terity, the “giving-up.” We must look to the faith, the hope, 
and above all, to the LOVE, which beautifies this gift of God, 
making it a pearl of great price for which one willingly sells all 
that one has in order to possess it. 


To a religious, the 
call to a life of dedi- 
cation is a call to a 
life of union with God 
through charity. We 
read in the Prophecy 
of Osee: “Behold, I 
will allure her, and 
will lead her into the 
wilderness and I will 
speak to her heart” 
(Osee 2:14). The 
spouse in the prophe- 
cy was not to be 
pitied. She was not 
lost. On the contrary, 
she was being found, 
restored to her place 
of honor after a peri- 
od of faithlessness. It 
is the same with reli- 
gious. Far too much 
pity is wasted on 
them; the sympathy 
given them is all too 
often a mistaken sym- 
pathy. Can we pity the woman in the Gospel for having found 
Christ, and for having won His love? Despite the tears of repen- 
tance, we can be confident that a deep peace and a great joy 
filled her soul. So it is with every priest, brother and sister who 
responds generously to his or her vocation. In them Christ’s 
promise finds fulfillment: “Peace I leave with you, my peace I 
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give unto you.... These things I have spoken to you that your 
joy may be full” (John 14:27, 15:11). 

The religious life is a challenge. It requires heroism and 
courage. But above all, it requires a soul that is capable of a 
deep love, a love of God and a love of fellow-men. The religious 
life is not an escape, a loss; it is a magnificent adventure into 
the world of grace, an elevation to the level of spiritual realities. 
A noted writer has stated: “A monastery can never be merely 
an escape from the world. Its very purpose is to enable us to 
face the problems of the world at their deepest level, that is, in 
relation to God and eternal life.” Any religious worthy of the 
title must have a heart big enough and deep enough to embrace 
the needs of the entire world. That is one reason why they make 
the vow of chastity. Their love must not be restricted; it must 
reach out to the multitude, loving all men in and through the 
Heart of Christ. By profession, a religious gives—gives self— 
and let us never forget that “giving is in itself the highest form 
of receiving.” 'To be chosen by God to live a life of dedication 
is a glorious privilege, and the sacrifices it entails—real and diffi- 
cult though they may be at times—can make the heart a precious 
alabaster box of ointment, broken at the feet of Christ to become 
so many expressions of love. 

To be found by Him—that is the joy of the religious. If you 
are among those who pity the “poor girl” who gives up so much 
when she enters the convent, let your pity—your wasted pity— 
become a prayer that she may enter deeply into the spirit of the 
lofty vocation to which she aspires, for in so doing she will attain 
the end of her vocation: “The vision and possession of God, who 
is the summit of all reality and the perfection of Infinite Truth 
and the unending fulness of all joy” (Merton). 


The vocation of a Benedictine Sister of Perpetual Adoration affords 
many opportunities to offer Christ the precious ointment of love and 
reparation in a life in which prayer and labor are harmoniously balanced. 
Young women, preferably between the ages of 16 and 30, who are in- 
terested in learning more about our semi-cloistered life are invited to 
write to: Reverend Mother Prioress General 

Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration 
Clyde, Missouri 





Spiritual Vitamin for SEPTEMBER 


Sacred Heart of Jesus, I believe in Your love for me. 
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“Upon this rock I will build 
My Church, 

Ritiered and the gates of hell 

‘Al shall not prevail against it’”’ 






(Matt. xvi. 18). 








Is the Catholic Church Intolerant? 


HE world has completely lost the faculty of distinguishing 
between good and bad, between right and wrong. The 
best indication of this is the frequent misuse of the terms “toler- 
ance” and “intolerance.” There are some minds that believe 
that intolerance is always wrong because they make “intolerance” 
mean hate, narrow-mindedness and bigotry. These same minds 
believe that tolerance is always right, because, for them, it means 
charity, broad-mindedness. 

What is tolerance? ‘Tolerance is an attitude of reasoned 
patience toward evil, and a forbearance that restrains us from 
showing anger or inflicting punishment. But what is more im- 
portant than the definition is the field of its application. The 
important point here is this: Tolerance applies only to persons, 
but never to truth. Intolerance applies only to truth, but never 
to persons. Tolerance applies to the erring, intolerance to the 
error. 

If those of us who are blessed with its sacred privileges be- 
lieved the same things about the Church that her slanderers be- 
lieve, we would perhaps hate the Church just as much as they do. 
The bitterest enemies of the Church do not really hate her. 
They cannot hate the Church any more than they can hate 
Christ; they hate only that which they mistakenly believe to be 
the Catholic Church. Charity, then, must be shown to persons, 
and particularly to those outside the fold, who by charity must 
be led back, that there may be one fold and one Shepherd. 

Thus far tolerance, but no farther. Tolerance does not 
apply to truth or principles. About these things we must be 
intolerant, and for this kind of intolerance we would make a 
plea. Intolerance of this kind is the foundation of all stability. 
The Government must be intolerant about malicious propaganda 
and about everything that could weaken or undermine it. Dur- 
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ing the World War it made an index of forbidden books to defend 
national stability, just as the Church, which is in constant war- 
fare with error, makes its index of forbidden books to defend 
the permanency of Christ’s life in the souls of men. The Govern- 
ment during the war was intolerant about the national “heretics” 
who refused to accept its principles concerning the necessity of 
democratic institutions, and took physical means to enforce such 
principles. The soldiers who went to war were intolerant about 
the principles they were fighting for, in the same way that a 
gardener must be intolerant about the weeds that grow in his 
garden. The Supreme Court of the United States is intolerant 
about any private interpretation of the first principle of the Con- 
stitution that every man is entitled to life, liberty, and the pur- 
suit of happiness, and the particular citizen who would interpret 
“liberty” in even such a small way as meaning the privilege to 
“go” on a red traffic-light, would find himself very soon in a cell 
where there were no lights, not even the yellow. Architects are 
as intolerant about sand in foundations for skyscrapers as doctors 
are intolerant about germs in their laboratories. 

Now, if it is right—and it is right—for government to be 
intolerant about the principles of government, and the bridge- 
builder to be intolerant about the principles of gravitation, why 
should it not be the right of Christ, the right of His Church, and 
the right of thinking men to be intolerant about the truths of 
Christ, the doctrines of the Church, and the principles of reason? 

Why sneer at dogmas as intolerant? On all sides we hear it 
said today: “The modern world wants a religion without 
dogmas,” which betrays how little thinking goes with that state- 
ment, for he who says he wants a religion without dogmas is stat- 
ing a dogma, and a dogma that is harder to justify than many 
dogmas of faith. A dogma is a true thought, and a religion with- 
out dogmas is a religion without thought, or a back without a 
backbone. All sciences have dogma. ‘Washington is the capital 
of the United States” is a dogma of geography. ‘Water is com- 
posed of two atoms of hydrogen and one of oxygen” is a dogma 
of chemistry. Should we be broad-minded and say that 
Washington is a sea in Switzerland? Should we be broad-minded 
and say that H20 is a symbol for sulphuric acid? 

Intolerance about principles is the foundation of growth, 
and the mathematician who would deride a square for always 
having four sides, and in the name of progress would encourage it 
to throw away only one of its sides, would soon discover that he 
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had lost all his squares. So too with the dogmas of the Church; 
they are like bricks, solid things with which a man can build. 

The Catholic Church, the schoolmaster for twenty cen- 
turies, has been doing a tremendous amount of solid, hard think- 
ing and hence has built up dogmas as a man might build a house 
of brick, but grounded on a rock. She has seen the centuries 
with their passing enthusiasms and momentary loyalties pass 
before her, making the same mistakes, cultivating the same poses, 
falling into the same mental snares, so that she has become very 
patient and kind to the erring pupils, but very intolerant and 
severe concerning the false teachings. She has been and she will 
always be intolerant so far as the rights of God are concerned, 
for heresy, error, and untruth affect not personal matters on 
which she may yield, but a Divine Right in which there is no 
yielding. Meek she is to the erring, but violent to the error. The 
truth is Divine; the heretic is human. Due reparation made, she 
will admit the heretic back into the treasury of her souls, but 
never the heresy into the treasury of her wisdom. Right is right 
even if nobody is right, and wrong is wrong even if everybody is 
wrong. And in this day and age we need, as Chesterton tells us, 
“not a Church that is right when the world is right, but a Church 
that is right when the world is wrong.” 


Adapted from “Old Errors and New Labels’ by Bishop Fulton J. Sheen. 


The Light of the World 


UR Sanctuary of St. Pius X in San Diego, California will 
celebrate its patronal feast on September 3. Our Sister- 
adorers there will have a special intention to recommend to their 
patron this year, as they look forward to the erection of a per- 
manent adoration chapel and convent. 

Father James Keller, famous for starting the Christopher 
movement, has said that it is better to light one candle than to 
curse the darkness. Many of our Catholic people today, zealous 
to avert the threatening wave of moral corruption flooding in 
upon our beloved United States, spend a good deal of time 
“cursing the darkness.” The darkness will never give way to 
light unless enough Christians unite to increase the flame of truth 
and of charity. Every baptized soul who is in the state of grace 
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is a spark. The intensity of the flame depends upon the degree 
of grace present in the soul. The source of all this light is Christ, 
who has said: “I am the Light of the world” (John 8:12). So 
we see that it is Christ, and those united with Him by grace, who 
will dispel the darkness that is so evident in the world today. 

In erecting a new Throne of Love for our Eucharistic King, 
it is our desire te give to a darkened world the only true Light 
that can heal, strengthen and give it peace. We have all experi- 
enced the wonderful power of the sun in the material universe: 
the brilliant light it affords us by day; the reflected light of the 
moon by night; its warmth; its healing powers; the energy it pro- 
vides. What would our natural world be without the sun? And 
how many people bask for hours under its rays to acquire that 
fashionable “suntan”! 


If this is the case with the natural world, what can be said 
of the “Sun” of the supernatural world, the great reality which 
is the Holy Eucharist? Here we have Light, infinite Light; in- 
finite Love; infinite Life. In the presence of the Holy Eucharist, 
darkened hearts are illumined by Divine grace; sick souls are 
healed and strengthened by the Divine Physician; cold hearts are 
warmed and set on fire with Divine Love. Happy are the souls 
who bask beneath the rays of the Divine Sun, and who become 
“Sun-tanned” by Divinity! 

We all realize the need of goodness and truth and peace in 
our day. Help us, then, to offer the Source of these treasures to 
souls, hungry for the Bread of Life. By your offering—and every 
little bit helps—we hope to raise a Beacon Light of peace on the 
Pacific, calling the weary travelers “Home” to the Heart of 
Christ. He is our Peace, and if we learn from Him the meaning 
of peace—peace of soul—no storm or trial or enemy will daunt 
us. 

At the present time, Our Lord is enthroned in a small semi- 
basement chapel in San Diego. Even so, the response of the 
people to the Eucharistic Adoration has been heartwarming. 
These people have been drawn to the Divine Sun, and they have 
experienced the peace and strength that is imparted to their 
souls. “Benedictine Heights,” the hill on which the permanent 
Sanctuary will one day stand, will enable many more souls to 
enjoy the privilege of Eucharistic Adoration before the Blessed 
Sacrament, perpetually exposed. All those who aid us in any 
way, spiritually or materially, to make Benedictine Heights a 
worthy Throne for our Eucharistic Lord, will have a share in the 
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prayers and good works of the Sister-adorers. Help us not only 
to light a candle in a darkened world, but to enthrone the Light 
of the World in a more worthy Sanctuary, that He may be in 
truth a Beacon Light of peace on the shores of the blue Pacific. 





“Like a Brilliant Star’ 


GOD has many ways of leading souls to sanctity. 
Sometimes a saint has to travel many roads before 
reaching his goal. Take, for example, St. Nicholas 
de Flue—one of our September saints. Even before 
his birth he was singled out for special favors, for 
he received the use of reason as a babe in his 
mother’s womb. In later years he confided to a 
priest that at that time he had been favored with 
visions which foretold his future life. He was fully 
conscious of all that transpired at his baptism. 
Though he grew up like the other boys of his neigh- 
borhood, working on his father’s farm in Switzerland, 
his sanctity of life showed itself by a great love of 
prayer and silent communion with God, and an unusual spirit of penance. 

At thirty he married, and became the father of ten children—five 
girls and five boys. Later he was called by God to leave his happy home 
and live as a hermit in the mountains. This sacrifice cost him a great 
deal, and he resisted the call for two years before grace finally conquered. 
During the last twenty years of his life, his only nourishment was the 
Blessed Sacrament. At first the people suspected that he was practicing 
fraud and only pretending to abstain from food and drink, but a rigorous 
test proved beyond doubt that “not even a sparrow carried a grain of 
wheat” to him. 

By his wise counsels, the example of his life and the power of his 
prayers, he accomplished great good among the people. Many miracles 
were wrought by him even during his life. He brought back many souls 
to God, encouraged them in the practice of virtue, and fostered peace in 
their hearts and homes and in his own country. 

St. Peter Canisius wrote of him: “This holy hermit was endowed with 
sO many signal graces, with so much merit and such virtues, that no one 
in the neighboring countries has ever been known to walk in such a per- 
fect manner on the ways of his vocation in the presence of God and man. 
Like a brilliant star he spread such brightness about him that on his 
account the Lord, our God, has reaped praise and blessing in abundance.” 





This is but the barest sketch of his interest-packed life, which is told more 
fully in our booklet “Saint Nicholas de Flue.” Be sure to get a copy in time to 
make a novena for his feast, which is kept on September 25th. Price 15¢, plus 
3¢ for postage. 
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Little Lovers’ League 


EPTEMBER is here again, Little Lovers, and most of you will be 
starting back to school. The beginning of a new school year is a 
good time to renew your promises to Jesus in the Blessed Sacrament, 
and some of you will want to advance to a higher degree in the League. 
As you meet new friends, try to interest them in becoming Little Lovers 
and invite them to go with you on your visits to the Blessed Sacrament. 


Have you ever been in a very dark room, and not able to find the 
light switch? If you haven’t, close your eyes for a minute and cover them 
with your hands, and you can imagine what it is like. Not long ago 
Pope John XXIII spoke to a group of children. He told them that the 
child receiving Holy Communion can bring light into a world plunged in 
darkness. It is the light of faith and love that our Holy Father meant. 
When Jesus shines through you, you become a bright flame leading 
others out of the darkness of sin and evil. So you see how important 
your daily Holy Communion is. You are a Light-bearer, and the Light 
that you bear is 
Jesus, the only One 
who can bring 
peace and strength 
and health to souls 
and to the world. 

There was a time 
when children had 
to wait until they 
were at least twelve 
before receiving 
Holy Communion. 
It was the Chil- 
dren’s Pope, Saint 
Pius X, who grant- 
ed you the great 
privilege of receiv- 
ing at seven or 
even younger. You 
will want to thank 
him and_ receive 
Holy Communion 
in his honor on his 

“Let your light shine...” feast, September 3. 

Each time you re- 

ceive Holy Com- 

munion, you are giving others a good example, you are giving Jesus a 

loving heart to rest in, and you become a GLOWING CANDLE that 

would otherwise be unlighted. A candle is not much good without a 

flame, is it? So each Little Lover should burn brightly in a darkened 
world, reminding others of Jesus, the Light of the world. 
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PRACTICE: Try to keep your heart-candle burning brightly by re- 
ceiving Holy Communion as often as possible. 


ASPIRATION: Saint Pius X, pray for us and lead us to Jesus. 


A Tonic for Linda 


JACQUELINE sat on the front steps of her grandmother’s house, 
lost in thought. It was a beautiful day in late September. The leaves 
were a blend of autumn colors, brilliant in the bright light of the after- 
noon sun. But Jacqueline wasn’t looking at the trees. In fact, she was 
so busy thinking that she was startled to hear her grandmother call: 
“So, there you are, Jackie! I was afraid you had gone off to play, and 
I’ve just taken a fresh batch of cookies from the oven. Doesn’t that 
sound fgood?” A big smile lighted up Jackie’s face. Minutes later, she 
was sitting at the big table in her grandmother’s kitchen with a glass of 
ice-cold milk and the still-warm cookies before her. Sitting down beside 
her, her grandmother asked: “Now, what’s on your mind, Jackids 
seem so serious today?” “Well, Grandma,” answered Jackie, “I’ve n 
thinking about Linda, the new girl in our class. She is so quiet, and 
doesn’t make friends with anyone. They say her father is dead, and her 
mother works almost all the time. If only I could make her smile, or 
play with the rest of us during recess...” “That is a problem, dear, but 
I have a plan. Let’s try it and see what happens.” 

The weeks sped by, and the lovely colored leaves had fallen from 
the trees. Grandmother Stewart hadn’t talked to Jackie about Linda 
since the day they worked out their plan. One afternoon, she was busy 
with her usual task of baking cookies when Jackie, laughing and 
almost breathless, burst into the kitchen. “Grandma, I’ve brought my 
friend Linda Grady to meet you.” Mrs. Stewart pressed Linda’s hand and 
looked into her deep blue eyes. They were shining with happiness. “I’m 
happy to see you, Linda,” she said. “You’re just in time for some cookies 
and milk. Jackie, will you please run across the street and get a bottle 
of fresh milk from the grocer? Linda can stay and keep me company.” 

Linda was not at all shy, and she began speaking to Mrs. Stewart 
as soon as Jackie had left. “Jackie is the first real friend I have ever 
had. She has been so kind to me, and even told me she wanted to share 
her grandmother with me, since I don’t have one. I really don’t deserve 
all this, but it is so good to be like the other girls. Jackie always takes 
me with her, and helps me to get acquainted.” 

That evening when Linda had gone and Jackie and Grandma were 
washing the supper dishes, Mrs. Stewart said? “Jackie, you’ve been a 
good nurse. You’ve changed a sad little girl into a very happy one.” 
“Oh, Grandma, it’s wonderful, and all I did was to use the tonic you sug- 
gested. It was hard to know how to be kind to Linda at first, but as soon 
as she was sure that I reallyAlid like her, she changed completely. She 
seems to be so happy, and she smiles all the time.” Mrs. Stewart smiled 
as she replied: “Jackie, dear, you’ve learned the first lesson in kindness. 
Never forget that everyone needs kindness, and strange as it may seem, 
the kind people need kindness most of all.” 
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To Glory in the Cross 


With the Feast of the Exaltation of the Cross (Sept. 14), minds 
and hearts look back to Calvary’s hill up the stream of feasts which 
were but one continuous flow of the Infinite Love unloosed there: the 
Assumption of Mary, the Precious Blood, Sacred Heart, Corpus 
Christi, Trinity Sunday, Pentecost, Ascension, Easter! For a deeper 
appreciation and understanding of the whole mystery of Redemption 
and its continuation in Holy Mass, read the following Booklets: — 


Devotion to the Heart-talks with the 
Precious Blood Man of Sorrows 
Meaning and object Meditations on the 
of the devotion with Passion for loving 
many prayers. hearts. 20¢. 
Your Mass and You Way of the Cross 
How the Mass renews Devotions and inspir- 
Calvary and how to ing pictures for each 
share in its Sacrifice. Station. 


<—— = —— 


From Olivet God Himself, 

to Calvary Our Sacrifice 
Thoughts and prayers How the Mass renews 
for each step in the Christ’s whole life of 
Passion. sacrifice on earth. 
Treasures of Daily Companion 

the Mass at Mass 

Actions, prayers, sa- Ordinary of the Mass, 
cred articles of Holy prayers for Commun- 
Mass simply but fully ion and Confession. 
explained; added com- Revised edition has 
ments on necessity & Latin and English text 
benefits of worship. for dialogue Mass. 
Book size, 126 pages, Please state whether 
50¢. Study Club out- new or old edition is 
line, 10¢. desired. 
All booklets 15¢ un- Benedictine Convent 
less otherwise stated. ; of 
Reduction on quanti- Perpetual Adoration, 


ties, postage extra. Clyde, Missouri 





Why Did God Make Me? 


Whether you are six and just starting your catechism or sixteen 
and looking for your place in God’s plan—whether you are sixty 
or somewhere in between and wondering, “What is real happiness? 
And what is the purpose of my life?”—the Benedictine Booklets 
listed below will help you know that God made you— 


To Know Him... 


What Is God? 
God with Us in the Blessed Sacrament 
The Holy Eucharist, Our All 


Love and... 


True Veneration of the Sacred Heart 
Eucharistic Heart-Talks with Jesus 
My Daily Visit before the Tabernacle 


Serve Him... 


Live Your Faith (10¢) 
Why Not Make Your Home Ideal? 
*Guard of Honor (Spiritual abiding near the Tabernacle) 


And To Be Happy with Him. 


Enthronement of the Sacred Heart and Night Adoration 
in the Home 


Come, Let Us Adore (Prayers for two Holy Hours) 
Jesus Enthroned in Our Hearts (10¢) 


* Available in German Edition 
Each booklet 15¢, except as marked. Reduction for quantities. Postage extra. 


Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 











